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From Elroy Fillis-Bell | CEO
With barely a month under my belt since I took the helm as CEO of Joburg Ballet, we present the 
much-loved classic, Don Quixote. It is a testament to the thoughtful planning, professionalism and 
dedication of the full staff, dancers, artistic team, management and board that despite this leader-
ship transition, there has not been a single misstep in bringing this production to you, our loyal 
audiences. 

Indeed, Don Quixote has been waiting in the wings since 2020 as we were forced to postpone due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. I am grateful to Angela Malan, our acclaimed guest producer, who has 
worked tirelessly, flying between Johannesburg and her home in Italy to bring her vision of Don 
Quixote to the Mandela Stage. Angela’s adept and thoughtful attention to detail has been support-
ed by a great artistic team in Thabang Mabaso, Shannon Glover, Sanmarie Kreuzhuber-Hagler and 
Natasha Ireland. 

A great thanks is owed to my predecessor, Joburg Ballet’s former CEO, Esther Nasser for staying on 
as Production Manager until the end of Don Quixote while I have been finding my feet. It is through 
her ongoing engagement that we are honoured to have two acclaimed dancers from The Royal 
Ballet with us this season. Vadim Muntagirov will be performing Basilio alongside Marianela Nuñez’s 
Kitri as she makes her South African debut on 6 and 8 October. Both were scheduled to perform as 
part of the 2020 season of Don Quixote  and we are grateful to have them with Joburg Ballet now to 
finally bring this vision to fruition.  

I would like to extend a thank you to Joburg Theatre and the City of Johannesburg for their contin-
ued support of Joburg Ballet’s work. For this season, Joburg Ballet is grateful for generous support 
from the Michel Tesson Trust and Friends of the Ballet that has enabled us to host Marianela and 
Vadim as well as other guest artists for this season. Support from the Michel Tesson Trust has also 
contributed to us hosting the Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestra for select performances of this 
run. A special thank you to Air France who have offered us an in-kind sponsorship for a return flight 
for one of our guest artists from the UK, as well as The Leonardo Hotel in Sandton for their in-kind 
sponsorship of accommodation. Joburg Ballet is also grateful for the excellent workmanship and 
generosity of Glynis Higgins who made and donated new tutus and the Dryad costumes as well as 
the white tutus and tunics seen in the finale.

Finally, to you, our audiences, thank you for your continued support and patronage of Joburg Ballet. 
For more than two decades, your support, along with the work of all who have come before me, 
have built this company to what it is today. We are evolving and growing as we enter a new phase 
of Joburg Ballet’s life as we will soon be announcing the appointment of a new Artistic Director. The 
dancers, staff, board of directors and I are excited about Joburg Ballet’s future as we begin expand-
ing our base of loyal stakeholders to build new partnerships of shared value and introduce Joburg 
Ballet to new audiences through artistic innovation while continuing to present new and older 
classics you have come to love from Joburg Ballet. 

We welcome all support and encourage you to join the Friends of the Ballet or, if the moment so 
takes you, feel free to donate to Joburg Ballet using the QR code in your programme. Please keep 
an eye out as we will be announcing our exciting programme for 2024 soon. We also look forward 
to welcoming you back to the ballet in December as Joburg Ballet presents The Nutcracker at 
Montecasino’s Teatro, with a subsequent tour to Durban’s Playhouse. Tickets are on sale now. 

From Angela Malan | Guest Producer
It is with gratitude that I return to Joburg Ballet to stage this production of Don Quixote. I associate 
this production with the word ‘collaboration’ as it was originally done in 2011 in collaboration with 
the National Ballet School of Cuba. Now in 2023, we are collaborating with dancers from WGRUV 
Dance Company, Cape Town City Ballet, Jozi Youth Dance Company and our wonderful Joburg 
Ballet Academy.

I am proud and grateful to have been able to work with an amazing artistic team who have given 
their time and expertise to make this production what it is and I thank Shannon Glover, Thabang 
Mabaso, Natasha Ireland and Sanmarie Kreuzhuber-Hagler for the passion and professionalism they 
brought to the studio and to this production. 

With guest artists Manuel Noram as the Don and Christopher Montague as Kitri’s father, we look 
forward to welcoming international guests Marianela Nuñez and Vadim Muntigarov to the Joburg 
Theatre to collaborate on this vibrant version of Cervantes’ tale.



The Story

Prologue
An old and eccentric nobleman named Don Quixote, 
obsessed with stories of ancient chivalry, transforms his 
servant, Sancho Panza, into a trusty squire and together 
they set off in search of gallant adventures.

ACT I : The Port of Barcelona
The lovely Kitri seeks out her sweetheart, the young 
barber Basilio. Their happy meeting in the square is 
interrupted by her father, the innkeeper Lorenzo, who 
tries to force her into accepting the marriage proposal of 
the rich and foppish Gamache. Kitri manages to elude 
Gamache and together with fishermen, townsfolk and 
toreadors, she and Basilio join the spirited festivities. Don 
Quixote and Sancho Panza arrive in the square. The Don is 
enraptured by Kitri, imagining her to be a vision of maiden-
ly perfection deserving of his noble and knightly protec-
tion, and they dance a stately minuet. At the height of the 
merriment, Kitri and  Basilio sneak off followed by Don 
Quixote  and Sancho Panza and with Lorenzo and 
Gamache in pursuit.

INTERVAL

ACT II Scene 1: A Gypsy Camp
Kitri and Basilio, seeking refuge in the countryside, find 
themselves in a gypsy camp where they are discovered by 
Don Quixote, now Kitri’s protector, and Sancho Panza. 
Suddenly the wind gains momentum.  The deluded Don 
attacks a windmill,  believing it to be a giant threatening 
Kitri's  safety. Knocked to the ground, he collapses into a 
deep  sleep.

ACT II Scene 2: The Dream
Don  Quixote dreams he is in a magic garden filled with 
beautiful maidens where the Queen of the Dryads brings a 
grateful Kitri to him. The dream fades and Don Quixote 
and Sancho Panza continue on their chivalric quest.
 
ACT II Scene 3: A Tavern
Kitri, Basilio and their friends celebrate their escape when 
Lorenzo and Gamache arrive with Don Quixote and Sancho 
Panza not far behind. In the face of Lorenzo’s continued 
determination to marry his daughter to Gamache, Basilio 
‘commits suicide’ in tragic despair. Realizing Basilio’s trick,  
Kitri implores Don Quixote for help. In his pursuit to right a 
wrong, the Don compels Lorenzo to bless the young lovers 
before they are separated forever. Instantly Basilio  ‘comes 
to life’ and he and Kitri triumphantly leave to  prepare for 
their wedding.

Act III: The Wedding
The townsfolk  celebrate the marriage of Basilio and Kitri, 
and Lorenzo accepts Basilio as his son-in-law. Don Quixote 
gives his blessing to the young couple before he and the 
trusty Sancho Panza set out once more in search of 
adventures.

The Cast

Don Quixote Manuel Noram  
Sancho Panza, his Squire Lerato Letlape
Kitri Marianela Nuñez / Tammy Higgins / Monike Cristina / Darragh Hourrides
Basilio, a barber Vadim Muntagirov / Revil Yon / Ivan Domiciano / Ruan Galdino
Lorenzo, Kitri’s father Christopher Montague
Gamache, a wealthy suitor Craig Pedro / Bruno Miranda
A street boy Ivan Domiciano / Luhle Mtati / Tumelo Lekana
Mercedes, a street dancer Monike Cristina / Nicole Ferreira-Dill / Cristina Nakos / Savannah Ireland
Espada, a Toreador Bruno Miranda / Gabriel Fernandes
Kitri’s Friends Chloé Blair / Nicole Ferreira-Dill / Darragh Hourrides / Savannah Ireland / Alice le Roux /  
 Cristina Nakos / Erica Vadelka
Queen of the Dryads Nicole Ferreira-Dill / Savannah Ireland / Monike Cristina
Amour, a Cupid Erica Vadelka / Tammy Higgins / Chloé Blair / Alice le Roux
Toreadors, Seguidilla Artists of Joburg Ballet
Dancers, Townsfolk, Gypsies,
Fishermen, Dryads, Cupids



Marianela Nuñez | Vadim Muntagirov
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Marianela Nuñez

Argentine dancer Marianela Nuñez is a Principal of The Royal Ballet. She joined The Royal Ballet 
Upper School in 1997 and the Company in 1998, was promoted to First Soloist in 2000 and Principal 
in 2002 aged 20. She has performed all the leading roles in the classical, dramatic and contemporary 
repertory, including in works by Frederick Ashton, George Balanchine, John Cranko, William 
Forsythe, Jiří Kylián, Kenneth MacMillan, Wayne McGregor, Ashley Page, Jerome Robbins, Liam 
Scarlett, Glen Tetley, Will Tuckett, Antony Tudor and Christopher Wheeldon.

She has created roles in Infra, Carbon Life, DGV: Danse à grande vitesse, Asphodel Meadows, Human 
Seasons, Tetractys, Carlos Acosta’s Carmen and Multiverse, among other works. 

Marianela Nuñez was born in Buenos Aires and began dancing at the age of three. When she was six 
she began training at the Teatro Colón Ballet School, joining the Teatro Colón company aged 14. She 
took on corps and soloist roles and toured internationally, both with the company and as a guest 
artist with Maximiliano Guerra.

Her awards include Best Female Dancer at the 2005, 2012, 2018 and 2022 Critics’ Circle National 
Dance Awards. She received the 2013 Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement in Dance in 
recognition of her performances in Viscera and in roles created on her in Aeternum and ‘Diana and 
Actaeon’ (Metamorphosis: Titian 2012). She has appeared as a guest artist with leading companies 
including Vienna State Opera Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, La Scala Milan, Ballet Estable del 
Teatro Colón, Ballet Argentino de La Plata and Australian Ballet, and in galas around the world.

These performances of Don Quixote mark Marianela Nuñez’s début with Joburg Ballet and her first 
performances in South Africa. She appears by kind permission of the Director of The Royal Ballet.

Vadim Muntagirov

Russian dancer Vadim Muntagirov is a Principal of The Royal Ballet. He trained at The Royal Ballet 
Upper School and joined the Company from English National Ballet as a Principal in March 2014. His 
roles with the Company include Basilio (Don Quixote), Albrecht (Giselle), Prince Siegfried (Swan 
Lake), Prince Florimund (The Sleeping Beauty), the Prince (The Nutcracker), Colas (La Fille mal 
gardée), the Girl’s Cousin (The Invitation), Young Man (Two Pigeons), Lensky (Onegin), Romeo, Des 
Grieux (Manon), Jack/Knave of Hearts (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland), Florizel (The Winter’s 
Tale), Don José (Carmen) and in The Vertiginous Thrill of Exactitude, ‘Diamonds’ (Jewels), The Human 
Seasons, Symphonic Variations, The Four Temperaments, Afternoon of a Faun, Tchaikovsky Pas de deux 
and Within the Golden Hour.

Vadim Muntagirov was born in Chelyabinsk, the son of two dancers. He trained at Perm Ballet 
School before moving to The Royal Ballet Upper School. He graduated into English National Ballet in 
2009, promoted to first soloist in 2010, principal in 2011 and lead principal in 2012. His roles with ENB 
included Apollo, Conrad (Le Corsaire), Albrecht (Giselle), the Prince (Cinderella), Prince Siegfried 
(Swan Lake in-the-round at the Royal Albert Hall), Prince Désiré (The Sleeping Beauty) and roles in 
Songs of a Wayfarer. He created the role of the Prince in Wayne Eagling’s The Nutcracker.

His awards include the 2011 Outstanding Male Performance (Classical) and 2015 Best Male Dancer at 
the Critics’ Circle National Dance Awards and the 2013 Benois de la danse. As a guest artist he has 
danced with Paris Opera Ballet, Mariinsky Ballet and American Ballet Theatre, in repertory including 
Solor (La Bayadère), and at National Ballet of Japan, Bavarian State Ballet, Mikhailovsky Ballet and 
Cape Town City Ballet.

These performances of Don Quixote mark Vadim Muntagirov’s début with Joburg Ballet. He appears 
by kind permission of the Director of The Royal Ballet. 

Photo: Johan Persson 



Tammy Higgins | Revil Yon



Monike Cristina | Ivan Domiciano



Darragh Hourrides | Ruan Galdino



MUSICIANS
 Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestra

Bongani Tembe | Chief Executive & Artistic Director

FIRST VIOLIN
Miro Chakaryan **
Bonolo Kgaile
Melale Mantu
Camelia Onea
Carli D’Alebout
Tesmarie Janse van Vuuren
Serge Cuca
Leonie Greyling
Dieter Hendricks
Katrien Klopper

SECOND VIOLIN
Olga Maraba
Lebogang Ledwaba
Maria Branco
Bernard Madumo
Kgotso Langa
Lize Schaap
Mlungisi Zulu 
Thokozani Radebe

VIOLA
Vladimir Ivanov *
Esther Spies
Violeta Miljkovic
Tiisetso Mashishi
Kgaugelo Mpyane
Gloria Boyi

CELLO 
Carel Henn
Toni Ivanova
Kerryn Wisniewski
Maureen Marler

DOUBLE BASS
Christi Swanepoel *
Regomoditswe Thothela
Nico Kruger

FLUTE
Malanè Hofmeyr-Burger
Handri Loots

OBOE
Johan Ferreira
Lesley Stansell

CLARINET
Chrisna Smith
Morné van Heerden

BASSOON
Penelope Fraser *
Brahm Henkins 

FRENCH HORN
Shannon Armer *
Chris Bishop
Rudolf van Dyk
Peter Griffiths

TRUMPET
Donny Bouwer
Alex Urban

TROMBONE
Duncan Wooldridge
Dan Selsick
Justin Sasman

TUBA
George Fombe

TIMPANI
Matthew Downey

PERCUSSION
Bradley Lithgow
Wian Joubert
Thulani Mahloko

** Concert Master
* Principal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  
Justice Dikgang Moseneke (Chairman)  

Bongani Tembe (Chief Executive & Artistic Director)    

Stephen Jurisich  |  Busi Mabuza  |  Mandla Nkomfe  | Nonkululeko Nyembezi

Seth Phalatse  |  Mahmoud Rajab  |  Malcolm Segal  |  Colin Smith  |  Carolyn Steyn

JPO ADMINISTRATION: 
Polina Burdukova - Artistic Planning, Production & Cellist  |  Rosie Katz - Subscriptions & Sales 

Patricia Mampani - Office Administrator  |  Matthew Downey - Music Librarian & Percussionist

Selishia Govender - Marketing Assistant



Monike Cristina Nicole Ferreira-Dill Shannon Glover Ivan Domiciano Ruan Galdino Tammy Higgins

Revil Yon Gabriel Fernandes Mario Gaglione Cristina Nakos Chloé Blair Darragh Hourrides

Savannah Ireland Tumelo Lekana Alice le Roux Bruno Miranda Mbongeni Moyake

Luhle Mtati Josie Ridgway Erica Vadelka

Savannah Jacobson

Lerato Letlape

Josephine Delport Miguel Franco-Green

PRINCIPALS SENIOR SOLOISTS

SOLOISTS SENIOR CORPS 
DE BALLET

JUNIOR CORPS 
DE BALLET

GUEST ARTISTS

Craig Pedro

CONDUCTOR

Christopher Montague Manual Noram

AD HOC ARTISTS

Thabani Ntuli Alison SischyLykele Temmingh



Jonathan Hurwitz
Marketing & 

Publications Administrator

Kabelo Modiga
General Manager

Di Sparks
PR & Publicity

Marina Korkie
Financial Accountant

Lerato Letlape 
 Assistant Stage Manager 

& Company Assistant

Thabang Mabaso
Junior Rehearsal Coach

Kenny Mbele
Company Driver

Nozipho Mhlambi
School Co-ordinator & 

PA to CEO 

Mbali Mthimkhulu
HR Intern

Mishack Phaladi 
Company Driver 

Yolanda Roos
Wardrobe Mistress

Futhi Zwane
Ticketing & Office Manager

Tshego Masoabi
Teacher

Carmen Patterson-Walz
Teacher

Jo-Anne Wyngaard
Co-ordinator & Teacher

MANAGEMENT

JOBURG BALLET
SCHOOL

STAFF

Joburg Ballet Academy
Joy Chepkwony, Lily-Rose Brenner, Scarlett Schutte, Zeinab Kone, 
Carina Vasconcellos, Alexia Munn, Abigail Clark, Gia Marais, Lientjie Steyn, 
Chiara Szabo, Kate O’Donoghue, Sienna Schutte, Abigail Clark

Cape Town City Ballet

Children
Tehilla Ghodini
Isabella Meyer 
Gia Segal

Jozi Youth Dance Company
Rhulani Neo Moloi

Tayla de Bie Axton Green

Fanelo Ndweni Nina Simpson

WGRUV Dance Company
Jawaun Bester, Ashton Parker, Anna Van den Bergh, Anke van Rooyen, 
Lisa Stapelberg, Chloe Oosthuizen, Saili Gruver, Lex Gruver, Lesedi Moima



Latecomers will not be seated until a suitable break in the performance. Please ensure your cellphone is on silent.
Smoking is not permitted on the theatre premises except in designated areas. No recording equipment may be used, including cellphones, 

without arrangement with the Management. At the end of the performance please remain seated until the house lights are on.

JOBURG BALLET 
Joburg Theatre, Hoofd Street, Braamfontein / PO Box 291990, Melville 2109, South Africa 
Tel 011-877 6898, Fax 011-877 6864; info@joburgballet.com; www.joburgballet.com 
INCORPORATED UNDER S21: 2001/016254/08; NPO 016-403

HONORARY LIFE PATRON: Mrs Annzie Hancock • PATRON:  Mr Tito T. Mboweni • BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Ms. Melanie de Nysschen (Chair), 
Mr. Elroy Fillis-Bell (CEO) , Ms. Lulu Letlape, Mr. Nkopane Maphiri, Adv. Jean Meiring, Ms. Lufuno Muthubi, Mr. Mavuso Shabalala
Attorneys: Baker McKenzie • Auditors: Mazars
Joburg Ballet Academy:  Burnise Silvius, Jenny Barlow (Advisor) 
SABT TRUST: Mr. Alastair Campbell, Mr. Chet Diepraam, Mrs. Annzie Hancock (Chairman), Ms. Jenni Newman, Ms. Mbali Dlamini, Mr. Iain 
MacDonald, Ms. Biddy Faber

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Technical support and refurbishing by Vanessa Nicolau Theatre and Events (Pty) Ltd
Technical Director: Vanessa Nicolau • Stage Managers: Mokokobale Makgoba and Vanessa Nicolau • Stage Technicians: Mike Mokwena and 
Caiphus Motena • Props: Riaan Dreyer • Followspotters: Jo Sathegke, Gugu Xabu and Puleng Matlala

PRODUCTION MANAGER: Esther Nasser

Chief Executive Officer: Xoliswa Nduneni Ngema • Acting Chief Financial Officer: Vukani Magubane • Chief Operating Officer: Bridget Mashika • 
Company Secretary: Philipa Maduka • Artistic Director: James Ngcobo • Technical Manager: Enos Ramoroko • Resident Company Manager: 
Timothy le Roux: General Manager: Catering and Hospitality: Branden Karim • General Manager: Building and Security: Pierre Pretorius • 
Occupational Health & Safety Manager: Lieb Venter • Senior Customer Services Manager: Justine Lipson • Theatre Manager: Mogapi 
Mokgautsi • Finance Manager: Phumlani Nkomo • Supply Chain Manager: Graham Momple • Human Resources Manager: Thomas Sadiki • 
Strategic Support Manager: Wendy Adams • General Manager: Marketing and Communications: Ntombi Mashaba

JOBURG CITY THEATRES | A Municipal Entity of the City of Joburg
Board of Directors: Godfrey Katsana (Chairperson), Thapelo Chokobane, Bonga Kweyama, Delisiwe Mabena, Johanna Mapeko, Thembinkosi 
Mbeda, Ziyanda Mncanca, Ben Mothupi, Pamela Ndlovu, Orapeleng Ramagaga, Sbusiso Francisco Xaba, Vukani Magubane (ACFO), Xoliswa 
Nduneni-Ngema (CEO)

THANK YOU ABSA • Air France • Anne Wilkinson • Annzie Hancock • Cape Town City Ballet • Carolynne Waterhouse • City of Johannesburg 
• Edith Venter • Evan Speechley • Friends of the Ballet • Glynis Higgins • Joburg Ballet Academy • Joburg Ballet Board of Directors • 
Joburg City Theatres • Jozi Youth Dance Company • Ladies and Gentlemen of the Media • Lanlogix • Lauge Sorensen • Legacy Hotels • 
Louis Maritz • Mazars • Minit Print and Tshwane Press • My School • National School of the Arts • Newsclip Media Monitoring • Rand 
Merchant Bank • SABT Trust • South African National Dance Trust • The Ball Family Foundation • The Michel Tesson Trust • 
The Oppenheimer Memorial Trust • WGRUV Dance Company • Xoliswa Nduneni-Ngema

Join the Joburg Ballet Mailing List and be kept up to date with all the company's productions, news and activities.
Send an email requesting to be added to the Mailing List to: mail@joburgballet.com
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