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From Elroy Fillis-Bell | CEO

Very few things evoke the festive spirit like The Nutcracker does. This timeless ballet, a true holiday 
tradition, comes to life through the dedication, passion, and exceptional talent of the entire Joburg 
Ballet team. We welcome you as we accompany Clara on this awe-inspiring journey to the Kingdom 
of the Sweets. 

I would like to acknowledge the brilliant Angela Malan, our choreographer and guest producer, 
whose artistry can be felt in every part of her interpretation of this classic family ballet. Angela’s 
vision and commitment have elevated The Nutcracker to new heights, captivating audiences of all 
ages. Angela has been greatly assisted by her Assistant Producer, Shannon Glover, who has been 
instrumental in the staging of this production. They have been supported by a strong team of 
rehearsal coaches working with the company, thanks to Thabang Mabaso, working with our guest 
coaches Sanmarie Kreuzhuber-Hagler and Natasha Ireland. A special note of appreciation is 
extended to Nicole Ferreira-Dill, Ivan Domiciano and Craig Pedro, who, in addition to their 
demanding workloads as dancers, also stepped in to share their knowledge and skill as rehearsal 
coaches for this season. 

Thank you to the City of Joburg, for the continued support of Joburg Ballet’s work and productions. 
We are glad to create the opportunities for young performers to share the stage with our 
professional dancers. Not only are the Joburg Ballet Academy dancers performing, our own Joburg 
Ballet School learners also form part of this cast, performing in rotation with students from 
Carstens-Ireland Ballet School. 

For this season, we are overjoyed to return to the beautiful Teatro at Montecasino after a four-year 
pandemic-related break. Thank you to Bryan Hill and the broader Montecasino team for the invita-
tion and your professionalism throughout this season. Finally, thank you to our media partner for 
this season, Hot 102.7, we are proud to be associated to another proudly Johannesburg brand such 
as yours. We close this year with a tour of The Nutcracker to The Playhouse in Durban from 15 to 17 
December. 

The search for Joburg Ballet’s new Artistic Director is still ongoing. In the interim, our Ballet 
Mistress/ Master will be appointed in the coming weeks, and we have been grateful for the support 
and counsel of great artistic minds, both locally and internationally, as we finalised our artistic 
programme for 2024. As such, we are excited to introduce a triple bill of dance works from 
international and South African choreographers under the season Scarcity, opening 15 March 2024 
on the Mandela Stage at Joburg Theatre. Bookings are now open. 

From Angela Malan | Guest Producer

The Nutcracker – the world’s most magical classical ballet – is set to transport audiences to a 
fairytale world as Clara and her Nutcracker Prince journey through sweets, snowflakes and waltzing 
flowers to reach the enchanted realm of the Sugar Plum Fairy.

The captivating music by Tchaikovsky and the beautiful sets, costumes and lighting make The 
Nutcracker an unforgettable treat for children and adults alike.
 
With the help and support of the artistic team comprising Shannon Glover, Thabang Mabaso, Craig 
Pedro, Ivan Domiciano, Sanmarie Kreuzhuber-Hagler, Nicole Ferreira-Dill and Natasha Ireland, this 
production showcases all the wonder and magic of The Nutcracker and captures the timelessness of 
the great classical ballet tradition. Many thanks to Joburg Ballet for bringing this production back to 
life. 



The Story

ACT I: The Stahlbaum Home 
It is Christmas Eve and family and friends have gathered at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Stahlbaum and their children, 
Clara and Fritz, to decorate the Christmas Tree. Suddenly a 
mysterious figure arrives. It is Dr. Drosselmeyer, a magician 
and Clara's godfather. He is also a talented toy maker who 
has brought gifts for the children, including life-like dolls 
who dance to the delight of all before being put away for 
safe-keeping. But Dr. Drosselmeyer has yet another toy, a 
wooden Nutcracker carved in the shape of a little soldier 
which he presents to Clara. She is captivated by the 
Nutcracker and when Fritz breaks it, she is heartbroken. 
Dr. Drosselmeyer mends the Nutcracker and Clara leaves it 
under the Christmas Tree. 

During the night, after everyone has gone to bed, Clara 
returns to her beloved Nutcracker and falls asleep under 
the Christmas Tree. The clock strikes midnight. Clara wakes 
up. Something mysterious has happened. She turns to the 
Nutcracker and as they dance together, the Christmas Tree 
grows to dizzying heights. A giant Rat King appears and 
calls on his faithful followers. To protect Clara, the 

Nutcracker summons toy soldiers and a battle ensues. The 
Rat King wounds the Nutcracker. As the Rat King advances 
on the wounded Nutcracker, Clara throws a soldier’s boot 
at him, knocking him out.

The rats retreat as the Nutcracker comes to life. The 
Nutcracker and Clara dance together. Clara is enthralled 
when Dr. Drosselmeyer appears and leads them on a 
journey through a moonlit forest where snowflakes and ice 
crystals enchant them. As the curtain falls, Clara and the 
Nutcracker continue on their magical journey. 

INTERVAL

Act II: The Kingdom of the Sweets 
Clara and the Nutcracker arrive in the Kingdom of the 
Sweets where Dr. Drosselmeyer is there to meet them. The 
Nutcracker recounts how he was saved from the Rat King 
by Clara. The Sugar Plum Fairy and her Cavalier and 
dancers from far and wide perform in honour of the young 
heroine. All joins in the festivities as they bid Clara farewell.

The Cast

Dr. Drosselmeyer Craig Pedro / Ivan Domiciano / Revil Yon / Gabriel Fernandes 
Mr. Stahlbaum Gabriel Fernandes / Craig Pedro / Bruno Miranda / Revil Yon 
Mrs. Stahlbaum Kitty Phetla / Nicole Ferreira-Dill / Savannah Ireland / Monike Cristina / Shannon Glover
Clara, their daughter Erica Vadelka / Chloé Blair / Alice le Roux / Darragh Hourrides 
Fritz, their son Jayden Samuels / Junior Masuku / Tshiamo Selima
Grandfather Thabani Ntuli / Miguel Franco-Green / Mario Gaglione / Mbongeni Moyake / Neo Moloi
Grandmother Savannah Jacobson / Josie Ridgway / Erica Vadelka / Chloé Blair 
Harlequin Tammy Higgins / Cristina Nakos / Alice le Roux / Erica Vadelka  
Columbine Ruan Galdino / Ivan Domiciano / Luhle Mtati / Tumelo Lekana  
Soldier Marlon Sales / Luhle Mtati / Mario Gaglione / Tumelo Lekana   
Vivandiere Savannah Jacobson / Josie Ridgway / Katelyn van Herk / Kate O’Donoghue  
Maid Josie Ridgway / Savannah Jacobson / Katelyn van Herk 
Butler Mbongeni Moyake / Tumelo Lekana / Luhle Mtati / Rahl Burke / Michael Constantinides
The Nutcracker Revil Yon / Craig Pedro / Bruno Miranda / Gabriel Fernandes  
Rat King Ivan Domiciano / Bruno Miranda / Tumelo Lekana / Luhle Mtati / Kitty Phetla  
Chocolate Savannah Ireland / Tammy Higgins / Darragh Hourrides / Erica Vadelka
 Gabriel Fernandes / Revil Yon / Ruan Galdino / Bruno Miranda / Mario Gaglione
Coffee Monike Cristina / Darragh Hourrides / Alison Sischy / Chloé Blair
 Ruan Galdino / Bruno Miranda / Gabriel Fernandes / Craig Pedro 
Tea Mario Gaglione / Luhle Mtati / Tumelo Lekana / Thabani Ntuli
 Miguel Franco-Green / Craig Pedro / Gabriel Fernandes / Mbongeni Moyake  
Shepherdesses Alice le Roux / Monike Cristina / Cristina Nakos / Tammy Higgins   
Russian Dance Ivan Domiciano / Mbongeni Moyake
 Luhle Mtati / Neo Moloi / Ruan Galdino / Mario Gaglione
 Marlon Sales / Tumelo Lekana / Miguel Franco-Green / Craig Pedro
 Thabani Ntuli / Bruno Miranda / Revil Yon / Tumelo Lekana 
Sugar Plum Fairy Nicole Ferreira-Dill / Monike Cristina / Tammy Higgins / Shannon Glover/ Cristina Nakos
Her Cavalier Bruno Miranda / Ivan Domiciano / Ruan Galdino / Marlon Sales / Revil Yon 
Party Guests, Children, Artists of Joburg Ballet 
Rats, Soldiers, Crystals,
Snowflakes, Lambs,
Waltz of the Flowers



Nicole Ferreira-Dill  |  Bruno Miranda



Shannon Glover  |  Marlon Sales



Tammy Higgins  |  Ruan Galdino



Erica Vadelka  |  Revil Yon



Chloé Blair  |   Craig Pedro



Alice le Roux  |  Bruno Miranda



Darragh Hourrides  |  Gabriel Fernandes



Best Local Radio Station

ACT 1027

Best Local Radio Show

4 New York Radio Awards

Most Loyal Listeners

2023

2022

2023

2022 
Best Local Radio Station 2023

Best Joburg  
READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS 



Monike Cristina Nicole Ferreira-Dill Shannon Glover Ivan Domiciano Ruan Galdino Tammy Higgins

Revil Yon Gabriel Fernandes Mario Gaglione Cristina Nakos Chloé Blair Darragh Hourrides

Savannah Ireland Tumelo Lekana Alice le Roux Bruno Miranda Mbongeni Moyake

Luhle Mtati Josie Ridgway Erica Vadelka

Savannah Jacobson

Miguel Franco-Green

PRINCIPALS SENIOR SOLOISTS

SOLOISTS SENIOR CORPS 
DE BALLET

JUNIOR CORPS 
DE BALLET

GUEST ARTISTS

Craig Pedro

AD HOC ARTISTS

Thabani Ntuli Alison Sischy

Kitty Phetla Marlon Sales



Jonathan Hurwitz
Marketing & 

Publications Administrator

Kabelo Modiga
General Manager

Di Sparks
PR & Publicity

Marina Korkie
Financial Accountant

Lerato Letlape 
 Assistant Stage Manager 

& Company Assistant

Thabang Mabaso
Junior Rehearsal Coach

Kenny Mbele
Company Driver

Nozipho Mhlambi
School Co-ordinator & 

PA to CEO 

Mbali Mthimkhulu
HR Intern

Mishack Phaladi 
Company Driver 

Yolanda Roos
Wardrobe Mistress

Futhi Zwane
Ticketing & Office Manager

Tshego Masoabi
Teacher

Carmen Patterson-Walz
Teacher

Jo-Anne Wyngaard
Co-ordinator & Teacher

MANAGEMENT

JOBURG BALLET
SCHOOL

STAFF

Clifford Malgas
Company Driver

Ad Hoc artists
Michael Constantinides
Neo Moloi 
Katelyn van Herk

National School of Arts
Junior Masuku

Joburg Ballet School
Olwakhe Cumbi
Nicholas Goldstein
Hlonolofatso Mosia
Jayden Samuels
Tshiamo Selima
Teyana Smale
Bontle Tshenyego
Nelisa Zuma
Sabelo Zuma

Joburg Ballet Academy 
Rahl Burke
Abigail Clark
Zeinab Kone 
Gia Marais 
Alexia Munn
Kate O’Donoghue
Scarlett Schutte
Sienna Schutte 
Lientjie Steyn 
Chiara Szabo
Carina Vasconcellos 
 

Carstens/Ireland Ballet School
Holly Abbott 
Luna Cindy
Gia Fisher 
Ilaria Fusi 
Lianna Hutcheon 
Moledi Langa 
Gia Segal 
Alessia-Emma Smargiasso
Stella Szabo 
Ava Verschuren 
Mia Verschuren



THE ROYAL FLUSH OF

REWARDSREWARDSREWARDS

TSOGO SUN PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE NATIONAL RESPONSIBLE GAMBLING PROGRAMME.
WINNERS KNOW WHEN TO STOP. ONLY PERSONS 18 YEARS AND OLDER ARE PERMITTED TO GAMBLE. 
NATIONAL PROBLEM GAMBLING COUNSELLING TOLL-FREE HELPLINE 0800 006 008.

So much more than just another rewards programme.

Unlock exclusive benefi ts, discounts and special offers at 
our casinos, hotels and Tsogo Sun owned entertainment 
destinations.

www.tsogosun.com

DOWNLOAD THE TSOGO SUN APP.

SIGN-UP!



Book now at montecasino.co.za

MONTECASINO

THE TEATRO 27 JANUARY – 25 FEBRUARY 2024



Latecomers will not be seated until a suitable break in the performance. Please ensure your cellphone is on silent.
Smoking is not permitted on the theatre premises except in designated areas. No recording equipment may be used, including cellphones, 

without arrangement with the Management. At the end of the performance please remain seated until the house lights are on.

JOBURG BALLET 
Joburg Theatre, Hoofd Street, Braamfontein / PO Box 291990, Melville 2109, South Africa 
Tel 011-877 6898, Fax 011-877 6864; info@joburgballet.com; www.joburgballet.com 
INCORPORATED UNDER S21: 2001/016254/08; NPO 016-403

HONORARY LIFE PATRON: Mrs Annzie Hancock • PATRON:  Mr Tito T. Mboweni • BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Ms. Melanie de Nysschen (Chair), 
Mr. Elroy Fillis-Bell (CEO) , Ms. Lulu Letlape, Mr. Nkopane Maphiri, Adv. Jean Meiring, Ms. Lufuno Muthubi, Mr. Mavuso Shabalala
Attorneys: Baker McKenzie • Auditors: Mazars
Joburg Ballet Academy:  Burnise Silvius, Jenny Barlow (Advisor) 
SABT TRUST: Mr. Alastair Campbell, Mr. Chet Diepraam, Mrs. Annzie Hancock (Chairman), Ms. Jenni Newman, Ms. Mbali Dlamini, Mr. Iain 
MacDonald, Ms. Biddy Faber

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Technical support provided by Vanessa Nicolau Theatre and Events (Pty) Ltd
Production Manager: Vanessa Nicolau • Stage Manager: Mokokobale Makgoba and Vanessa Nicolau • Stage Technicians: Mike Mokwena, 
Caiphus Motena, Lawrence Leburu, Simon Legodi • Props: Riaan Dreyer 

TEATRO AT MONTECASINO
General Manager: Bryan Hill • Technical Manager: Francois Croukamp • Assistant Technical Manager: Dale Lindner • Assistant Technical 
Manager: Quintin Rood • Front of House Manager: Kgomotso Taele • Theatre Administrator: Natasha Goslin • Food and Beverage: Steve 
Murumb • Web: www.montecasino.co.za

THANK YOU ABSA • Air France • Anne Wilkinson • Annzie Hancock  • City of Johannesburg • Evan Speechley • Friends of the Ballet • Glynis 
Higgins • HOT102.7FM • Joburg Ballet Academy • Joburg Ballet Board of Directors • Joburg City Theatres • Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
Media • Lanlogix • Lauge Sorensen • Louis Maritz • Mazars • Minit Print and Tshwane Press • My School • National School of the Arts • 
Newsclip Media Monitoring • Rand Merchant Bank • SABT Trust • South African National Dance Trust • The Ball Family Foundation • The 
Michel Tesson Trust • The Oppenheimer Memorial Trust • Xoliswa Nduneni-Ngema

Join the Joburg Ballet Mailing List and be kept up to date with all the company's productions, news and activities.
Send an email requesting to be added to the Mailing List to: mail@joburgballet.com

Programme compiled by Jonathan Hurwitz

The Michel Tesson Trust



Support Joburg Ballet

For details of ways in which you can support Joburg Ballet simply scan the 
QR code below to visit our website. Should you require further information 

please contact Joburg Ballet’s Office Manager, Futhi Zwane, at 
futhi@joburgballet.com.

Visit our website

You can also scan the QR code below

Or make an EFT to

Account Name: Joburg Ballet NPC
Bank: First National Bank

Branch: Parktown
Branch Code: 250455

Account Number: 62033826788
Account Type: Platinum Business Account




